THE'LIFE   OF   HORACE   WALPOLE
All this had been heightened by a/># d*esprit. Rousseau
was then at the zenith of his fame and of his foppery, and
when there was talk of his personality at Madame Geoffrin's
house, Walpole said some things that diverted the company.
He said in effect that Frederick the Great, so noted an admirer
of the French genius, ought to offer Rousseau an asylum,
adding, " If you really want misfortunes, I am a king and can
provide them, as many as you please; but I can stop persecut-
ing you when you cease to pride yourself on being persecuted."
That was the pith of the idea which was put in a letter, signed
"Frederick" and duly published. Paris was enchanted,
Rousseau was furious, and there were reverberations of the
affair in England where Rousseau was then staying.
Walpole wrote to Mann from Calais on his way back:
" How I like France upon the whole ? So well that I shall
certainly return hither. I have received most uncommon
civilities and real marks of friendship and shall ever preserve
great gratitude for them."
After all, it was not only Madame du Deffand: Me void
& la mode counted for something. He had forgotten for a
while that horror of the discomforts of travelling which made
him write to Conway from Paris, " if I once get to London
again, I shall be scarce tempted to lie in an inn more." Yet
I think there can be no doubt that when he wrote to Mann
from Calais, his heart was full of enthusiastic purpose to fulfil
the expectations which he had left behind him.
For it is plain from Madame du Deffand's letters to him
(of which we have three large volumes) that this sentimentalist
turned cynic had forgotten his own chosen attitude. The
parting with his friend had been charged with emotion on
both sides; and from the first halting-place at Chantilly, he
had written to her as a lover might have done to his mistress,
with assurances of his speedy return. And though after a few
score leagues more were past, he resumed his old admonitions
against demonstrative affection, still his mind was full of her.